There’s always a lot to organising an event, so it was with some concern that I heard James say the he was going to organise a ‘bands’ night, with his Aunty Karen.
I need not have worried, Karen who is the headmistress of Park School in Woking, organised the food, the raffle and the hall.  James through many and various friends booked 3 bands – Matt Jones and Friends, the Humanity and the Wire, all of whom agreed to play for nothing.  In addition a local company provided the sound equipment at minimal cost.  One of Karen’s friends was supported by Barclays Bank who donated £750.  

So, expecting about 70 – 80 people James, Karen and others went about inviting people, all of a sudden realising that we had over 150 acceptances (one count had it at over 200)!  Still the weather forecast was OK, so some could stand outside in the school grounds.  
On the afternoon all the preparation went according to plan, with a few raised voices, last minute dashes to the supermarket for more food, etc.  Marquees were erected in the grounds, tables laid, balloons collected, sound checks carried out.

The evening kicked off abut 7pm, with Matt and friends playing for about an hour – lots of Paul Weller in deference to being in Woking, whilst the 120 or so who did turn up started to drift in. Outside of a conference I’d not seen so many youngsters with Ataxia at a ‘do’ together, and they included Nicole, who’d made the longest journey – from Sydney Australia!  John did a magnificent job on the raffle, no-one getting past without buying a few tickets.

The (almost punk) band Humanity played next, to heated debates as to whether they were too loud or too quiet, either way they made a lasting impression on everyone.  Next up Adriano worked the audience through the one-man show of the raffle, a never to be forgotten experience by itself.  He then followed up with Toby, who is even more of a showman, as the Wire to play out the evening with a mixture of original songs and covers.  They were joined for the last few numbers, and the well deserved encore, by others who’d played earlier.
A fabulous evening, everyone agreed as they left, which went without a hitch, and raised over £3,000 for South Downs.  Thanks especially to James, John (x2), Karen’s friends and helpers, Ben and all the others who contributed to before, during and after.

